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CONFIRMED CASES 
 

Media Releases 
 
North West Health. North West Health on Coronavirus COVID-19 confirmed cases. 28 April 2020. 
“The total number of COVID-19 confirmed cases in the North West Province as announced by Minister of Health Dr. 
Zweli Mkhize on Monday, 27 April 2020 is 28.  
The breakdown of cases is as follows: 

• Bojanala Platinum District: 19;  
• Rustenburg: 13; 
• Hartebeespoort: 4; 
• Brits: 2; 
• Dr. Kenneth Kaunda District: 05; 
• Klerksdorp: 04; 
• Potchefstroom: 01; 
• Ngaka Modiri Molema District: 02; 
• Mahikeng: 02; Dr. Ruth Segomotsi Mompati District: 01; 
• Bloemhof: 01; and  
• Unallocated: 01. 

Sixteen COVID-19 confirmed positive persons have recovered. Thirteen recovered persons are in Bojanala District, 
two in Dr. Kenneth Kaunda District and one in Ngaka Modiri Molema District.” 
https://www.gov.za/speeches/north-west-health-coronavirus-covid-19-confirmed-cases-28-apr-2020-0000 
 
Western Cape Office of the Premier. Premier Alan Winde update on Coronavirus COVID-19 on 27 April. 28 
April 2020. 
“As of 17h00 on 27 April, the Western Cape has recorded 1778 confirmed cases of COVID-19 infection, with 607 
recoveries.   

• Total confirmed COVID-19 cases: 1778; 
• Total recoveries: 607; 
• Total deaths: 35; 
• Total active cases (currently infected patients): 1136; 
• Patients in hospital: 83 with 28 in ICU; and 
• Total tests: 28 704. 

The province has sadly recorded another two deaths-two men aged 79 and 58 respectively and both with 
comorbidities-bringing total number of deaths in the province to 35. We send our condolences to their family and 
friends at this time. As of today, the Western Cape has switched to an automated reporting of recoveries, which does 
not depend on the manual recording of each patient’s recovery. The Western Cape has recorded 607 recoveries.” 
https://www.gov.za/speeches/premier-alan-winde-update-coronavirus-covid-19-27-april-28-apr-2020-0000 
 

Media Statement 
 
SA Government News Agency. Mkhize: Lockdown achieving desired outcomes 
2020 Apr 28 SA News 
“South Africa’s prudent decision to institute a countrywide lockdown has circumvented an exponential explosion of 
cases of the worldwide COVID-19 pandemic within the borders of the country, the Department of Health said on 
Tuesday. The Minister of Health, Dr Zweli Mkhize, said while the lockdown will not spell the end of new infections, it 
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12 May Law Firm Management and Ethical Considerations Webinar View 
here. 
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Black Swan Ruling – Entrepreneurship and the Economy Under 
and After the Pandemic 
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here. 

25 May Infected deals: M&A in times of Covid-19 Webinar View 
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27 May Locking the deal-making gates: the world turns protectionist Webinar View 
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29 May Being a young partner or a senior associate in times of Covid-
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has, however, significantly delayed the peak of the virus. This has bought the country precious time to beef up its 
response and prepare health facilities for the management and treatment of those infected with COVID-19.  
As of Tuesday, 28 April, the country had 4 996 confirmed COVID-19 cases, with 93 deaths. Mkhize revealed that from 
6 March, the country has conducted 185 497 tests. During this period, over six million people have been screened for 
symptoms and have had temperature checks. During this process, 11 000 were referred for COVID-19 tests.” 
https://www.sanews.gov.za/south-africa/mkhize-lockdown-achieving-desired-outcomes 

Back to Contents 
 

 
EMPLOYMENT LAW 

 
Media Release 

 
Department of Employment and Labour. Employment and Labour condemns circulation of unfounded 
speculation surrounding the death of an employee. 28 April 2020. 
“The Department of Employment and Labour strongly condemns the speculation that is being circulated on the social 
media with regard to the passing of one of its officials from the Pinetown, KwaZulu-Natal office. “We are extremely 
shocked at the callousness and utter disrespect to the grieving family as a result of these baseless rumours. Not only 
is this hurtful to the family, the speculation also contravenes the National Disaster Management Act and its regulations 
by peddling unverified and possibly false rumours. The Department remains in contact with the family,” said 
Department of Employment and Labour Director-General Thobile Lamati.” 
https://www.gov.za/speeches/employment-and-labour-condemns-circulation-unfounded-speculation-surrounding-death-employee 
 

Media Statement 
 
SA Government News Agency. UIF disbursements surpass R3 billion mark. 
2020 Apr 28 SA News 
“Government has dispersed R3.3 billion in Unemployment Insurance Fund (UIF) claim benefits submitted by 1.75 
million workers - as relief for the economic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. Tourism Minister Mamoloko Kubayi-
Ngubane said the UIF has, to date, received just over 103 thousand applications from employers representing about 
1.75 million employees. A bulk of the applications were made by employers, through the Temporary 
Employer/Employee Relief Scheme, on behalf of their affected staff. In South Africa, many workers and employers 
have been without income since the beginning of the lockdown on 27 March. The lockdown was put in place as a 
measure to curb the spread of the virus.” 
https://www.sanews.gov.za/south-africa/uif-disbursements-surpass-r3-billion-mark 

Back to Contents 
 

 
FINANCIAL LAW 

 
Media Release 

 
National Treasury. Measures for COVID-19 emergency procurement. 28 April 2020. 
“National Treasury is replacing measures relating to Covid-19 Disaster Management Central Emergency Procurement 
Strategy, namely Instruction Note 3 of 2020/21 and Circular 101. The new measures will be Instruction Note 5 of 
2020/21 for PFMA institutions and Circular 102 for MFMA institutions. The new Instruction Note and Circular will be on 
the National Treasury website soon. 
The replacement follows various representations that have raised concerns about the procurement process, that the 
approach adopted has excluded a number of domestic suppliers and that it covered too wide an array of goods, 
especially goods that can be manufactured locally.” 
http://www.treasury.gov.za/comm_media/press/2020/20200428%20Media%20Statement%20-%20Measures%20for%20COVID-
19%20emergency%20procurement.pdf 

Back to Contents 
 

 
LOCKDOWN REGULATIONS 

 
Media Release 

 
Department of Tourism. Economic Cluster ministers update on risk adjustment measures and economic relief 
interventions on Coronavirus COVID-19. 28 April 2020. 
“The President announced a National Lockdown on 23 March, a difficult decision - in whose absence the health, social 
and economic consequences would have been far worse today. The declaration enabled our nation to have an 
integrated and coordinated response to deal with the spread of the Corona virus and set into motion our disaster 
management mechanism focusing on preventing and reducing the outbreak of the virus. Government has accordingly 
decided that beyond Thursday 30 April, we should begin a gradual and phased recovery of economic activity, which 

http://www.lexinfo.co.za/
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will be implemented through a deliberate and cautious approach to the easing of current lockdown restrictions 
associated with the current level 5 classification as explained by the President on 23 April 2020.” 
https://www.gov.za/speeches/economic-cluster-ministers-update-risk-adjustment-measures-and-economic-relief 

Back to Contents 
 

 
MEDICAL LAW 

 
Media Release 

 
National Treasury. Treasury on measures for Coronavirus COVID-19 emergency procurement. 28 April 2020. 
“National Treasury is replacing measures relating to Covid-19 Disaster Management Central Emergency Procurement 
Strategy, namely Instruction Note 3 of 2020/21 and Circular 101. The new measures will be Instruction Note 5 of 
2020/21 for PFMA institutions and Circular 102 for MFMA institutions. The new Instruction Note and Circular will be on 
the National Treasury website soon. The replacement follows various representations that have raised concerns about 
the procurement process, that the approach adopted has excluded a number of domestic suppliers and that it covered 
too wide an array of goods, especially goods that can be manufactured locally. The replaced Instruction Note and 
Circular were an initial response to the outbreak of the pandemic and was to allow for urgent procurement of critical 
health products at a time of great global shortages. Given the rapid changes in demand for specialised products like 
testing kits and ventilators and further exacerbated by export bans, a national regulatory approach to procure goods 
centrally was required.” 
https://www.gov.za/speeches/treasury-measures-coronavirus-covid-19-emergency-procurement-28-apr-2020-0000 
 

Media Statement 
 
SA Government News Agency. Mkhize welcomes support from Cuban doctors. 
2020 Apr 28 SA News 
“The Minister of Health, Dr Zweli Mkhize, says South Africa stands to benefit from the arrival of the Cuban medical 
brigade, as the country fights the outbreak of COVID-19. Unpacking the country’s COVID-19 situational analysis on 
Tuesday evening, Mkhize welcomed the arrival of 217 Cuban doctors from various disciplines. Mkhize said the Cuban 
doctors have a particular strength in the case of community medicine, and their presence is very helpful in 
approaching situations such as the outbreak of COVID-19. He said the doctors have been allocated to various 
provinces on the basis of the weight of the outbreak, where they will work alongside South African medical 
professionals.” 
https://www.sanews.gov.za/south-africa/mkhize-welcomes-support-cuban-doctors 

Back to Contents 
 

 
SOCIAL SERVICES 

 
Media Statement 

 
SA Government News Agency. Post Office announces grant payment dates. 
2020 Apr 28 SA News 
“The elderly and persons with disabilities, who receive their monthly social grants from the South African Post Office 
(SAPO), will from May receive their monies from the fourth day of the month. All other grants will be paid from the 
sixth of every month, SAPO said in a statement on Tuesday. “The Post Office also advises beneficiaries not to make a 
balance enquiry on the first day of the month, as their grant will only become available on the dates mentioned above 
and the balance enquiry may incur unnecessary bank charges,” said SAPO. Beneficiaries are allowed one free 
balance enquiry during each pay cycle.” 
https://www.sanews.gov.za/south-africa/post-office-announces-grant-payment-dates 
 

Minutes of Parliamentary Committee Meeting 
 
DSD / SASSA / NDA on COVID-19 challenges and response, with Minister Social Development. 23 April 2020. 
Chairperson: Mr M Gungubele (ANC); Ms M Gillion (ANC, Western Cape). 
Meeting Summary: 
“The Minister of Social Development opened the "virtual" meeting by explaining the structures created for all sectors of 
government, to work in unison in the fight against COVID19. She assured the joint meeting of the Portfolio and Select 
Committees that the Department was working tirelessly to ensure that grants are paid, and social relief is provided… 
Members were vocal about the lack of communication by the DSD and SASSA to the public. They suggested 
partnering with the SABC to display a banner at the bottom of television screens with grant information and the use of 
loud hailers and community radio stations be utilised for people in rural areas. It was also heavily recommended that 
SASSA offices reopen to provide a point of contact for the public.  
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DSD clarified that the “express tender”, as dubbed by the media, to Kirinox was granted as the Department urgently 
needed food services and personal protective equipment given to homeless shelters. DSD was unable to pay the non-
profit organisation (NPO) upfront as the process of obtaining money from the National Disaster Fund from the Reserve 
Bank is lengthy. They selected Kirinox as service provider as it had the capacity to do so from its own funds, they 
have a national footprint and could provide feedback to DSD. The Department had considered other NPOs such as 
the Gift of the Givers, however, it went with Kirinox.” 
https://pmg.org.za/committee-meeting/30109/?via=homepage-feature-card 

Back to Contents 
 

 
TAXATION 

 
Draft Explanatory Notes 

 
South African Revenue Services. Draft explanatory notes on further COVID-19 tax measures. 25 April 2020 
Partial contents: Increase in the expanded employment tax incentive amount allowable - Increasing the proportion of 
the deferred amount of employees’ tax liability and the gross income limit for tax compliant small to medium sized 
businesses - Increasing the gross income limit for deferral of the payment of provisional tax liability for tax compliant 
small to medium sized businesses - Skills development levy contribution holiday - Expanding access to living annuity 
funds - Increasing the deduction available for donations made to Solidarity Fund - adjusting pay as you earn for 
donations made through the employer to the Solidarity Fund – fast-tracking of Value-Added Tax (“VAT”) refunds - 
Deferral for the payment of excise duties on alcoholic beverages and tobacco products - Deferral of first carbon tax 
payment and filing of tax returns. 
Comments invited by 28 April 2020. 
https://www.sars.gov.za/AllDocs/LegalDoclib/Drafts/LAPD-LPrep-Draft-2020-22%20-%20Explanatory%20Notes%20on%20Further%20COVID-
%2019%20Tax%20measures.pdf 
 

Draft Government Gazette Notices 
 
 
Income Tax Act 58 of 1962. Draft notices for urgent public comment – Expanding access to living annuities. 
25 April 2020. 
Comments invited by 28 April 2020. 
https://www.sars.gov.za/AllDocs/LegalDoclib/Drafts/LAPD-LPrep-Draft-2020-23%20-
%20Draft%20Notices%20for%20urgent%20public%20comments-
Expanding%20access%20to%20living%20annuities.pdf  

Back to Contents 
 

 
TOURISM 

 
Media Release 

 
Western Cape Economic Development and Tourism. Western Cape launches One Day tourism campaign to 
inspire future travellers. 28 April 2020. 
“Today (28 April 2020), we are excited to announce the launch of the “One Day” campaign to support the tourism 
industry in the Western Cape during the Coronavirus crisis. This innovative campaign was developed by Wesgro, the 
Western Cape’s official Tourism, Trade and Investment Promotion Agency, and uses digital content tools to virtually 
showcase our beautiful province to those currently in lockdown in South Africa, and around the world, reminding them 
that one day Cape Town and the Western Cape will again be open for them to explore and experience. More than 
that, this campaign provides financial support to local tour guides who will become virtual guides, using streaming 
services to conduct tours of our top experiences in the Western Cape - from a step-by-step bokkoms cooking class, to 
an exploration of the cave paintings at Sankraal in the Cederberg and much more.” 
https://www.gov.za/speeches/western-cape-launches-one-day-tourism-campaign-inspire-future-travellers-28-apr-2020-0000 

Back to Contents 
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