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News from the Lexinfo CC Team 

 
The Lexinfo Info Law Alert contains a selection of information referred to in the October editions of our various 
subscription-based newsletters (see https://www.lexinfo.co.za/newsletters for more information). Please share this 
newsletter with colleagues and friends. 
 
We are now posting regular brief extracts from our weekly subscription-based newsletters on social media to give non-

subscribers an indication of our up-to-date legal content. Visit our pages on LinkedIn  and Facebook . See 
also our Blog on our website for the latest news: www.lexinfo.co.za/blog.  
 
Our events calendar, listing webinars, seminars, conferences and other events on legal matters, is updated weekly. 
The events calendar is available at: https://www.lexinfo.co.za/events-calendar. Listing on the calendar is free of 
charge. Please contact us at alert@lexinfo.co.za if you would like to add information on events to be hosted by your 
organisation. 
 
The Lexinfo Team 

 Back to Contents 
 

 
Remote Working; What Makes a Successful Law Firm? Trends in Office Space - A Brief Overview of Some of 

the Topics Featured in the October 2020 Issue of the Lexinfo Practice Management Alert 

 
Remote Working 

 
 

 
to face. A combination of physical and virtual will make us more productive — and our legal work product will reflect 
that.”  
  
Work relationships are the focus of Carson Tate’s article, Three strategies to stop unconsciously undermining 
relationships at work ( Attorney At Work, 14 October 2020). 
 
Erica Pimental argues that employee evaluation and compensation should be adapted in view of remote working in 
her article, Remote work requires us to reconsider how to evaluate and pay employees (The Conversation, 12 
October 2020). 
 

Trends in Office Space 
 
“For the majority of law firms, one of the most significant areas of cost is office space. As a result of COVID, firms 
closing offices and adjusting to working from home, many firms are considering whether there is an opportunity for a 
triple win — to decrease costs and make positive strides on issues related to satisfaction in the workplace while 
maintaining or even improving productivity.” This is quoted from article by Roger Hayse, Law office space – lessons 
being learned (Managing Law Firm Transition, 6 October 2020). The article provide useful insights with several links to 
other articles relating to this subjects. 
 
Penelope Bremmer reports the following “Currently, most law firms spend 4% to 14% of revenue on office space. In 
light of positive experiences with remote working, many have begun downsizing or are planning to soon. According to 
a Cushman & Wakefield poll of over 900 participants from U.S. and global firms, only 20% expect no pandemic-

 

One of the ‘hot topics’ in practice 
management is off course 
remote working.  
 
In her article, What will the post-
pandemic law office look like? on 
the AttorneyatWork blog, Susan 
Hodes suggests: “When we 
collaborate and regularly share 
our ideas and thoughts, we are 
more productive. And I believe 
that some — but not all — of that 
collaboration needs to be face  
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related changes to their firm’s real estate portfolio, with the remainder expecting some reduction in office space.” In 
her article Law firms downsize office space amid COVID-19 (LegalTechMonitor, 29 Oct 2020.) 
 
The Bright Insight 2020 National Legal Sector Webcast Live Polling Results conducted by Cushman & 
Wakefield asked the following COVID-impact related questions:  
What are the greatest issues related to business competition that your firm is currently experiencing? 
What percentage growth do you anticipate your firm to spend in technology costs in the coming two years? 
Does your firm anticipate additional lawyer and/or staff layoffs in the coming months? 
In response to COVID-19, to what degree do you expect your firm’s real estate portfolio square footage to shrink? 
Due to COVID-19 and legal sector shifts, in the future, do you anticipate your firm’s workplace to change? 
 
The polling results can be viewed at: https://www.abajournal.com/files/Webinar_polling_results.pdf  
 

What Makes a Successful Law Firm? 
 
The 2020 Dynamic Law Firms Reports by Thomson Reuters provides useful insights into what drives successful law 
firms or dynamic law firms. A copy of the report can be downloaded at: 
https://www.legalexecutiveinstitute.com/dynamic-law-firm-report-2020/. 
 
Some of the issues consider are: 

• Key performance measures;  

• What drives demand?;  

• Rates and rate realization;  

• Investment in standout functions;  

• Lawyers and their hours; 

• The control of expenses. 
 
The report identifies the following differentiators that help setting certain firms apart from others: 

1. The consistent investment in marketing and business development to ensure a strong brand. 
2. Business savvy lawyers. Business acumen is an important skill to develop at these firms. 
3. Leaders with strong teams. 
4. Leaders praised for their energy, vision and ability to execute their vision. The report mention in this regard 

the following: ”Partners at Dynamic firms also cited their leaders’ energy. This energy is a secret weapon 
when it comes to inspiring people at the firm to continue to work towards their vision.” 

5. A brand that creates confidence. These firms attract higher-value work and commands credibility in the 
boardroom. 

6. Effective IT support functions. 
7. Strong finance functions that help manage billing, budgeting and profitability analysis.  

 
More information on the monthly Lexinfo Practice Management Alert is available at: http://www.lexinfo.co.za/lexinfo-
practice-management-alert.  

Back to Contents 
 

 
Case Selection Criteria:  All South African Law Reports 

 
Louis Podbielski of LexisNexis shared an interesting post on Linkedin on what makes a judgment reportable in the All 
South African Law Reports. The post and document, The Case Selection Criteria: All South African Law Reports 
written by Shebash Pillay can be viewed on Linkedin at:  
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/louispodbielski_case-selection-criteria-for-the-all-sa-reports-activity-
6723906451045146624-F6LH/  

Back to Contents 
 

 
Constitutional Court Heads of Argument now available on SAFLII 

 
The heads of argument for Constitutional Court cases from 2016 to the present are now available on the website of 
the Southern African Legal Information Institute (SAFLII). An outline of the main points argued by each side, including 
the disputed facts; relevant authority; application of the authority to the facts and the conclusion are provided by the 
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heads of arguments. It can be accessed whilst browsing the html version of the Constitutional Court judgments as 
illustrated here below: 
 

 
  Back to Contents 

 

 
Prescribed Rate of Interest Adjusted (Again) 

 
The prescribed rate of interest in terms of the Prescribed Rate of Interest Act 55 of 1975 was adjusted again. The new 
rate is 7,25 percent per annum as from 1 July 2020. The gazette reference is RGN1067 GG 43781 p20 09Oct2020 
and the notice is available from: 
https://www.gov.za/documents/prescribed-rate-interest-act-prescribed-rate-interest-725-percent-annum-1-july-2020 

 Back to Contents 
 

  
Rules of Court Amended 

 

 

 
On Friday, 30 October the following amendments to the 
Rules of Court were gazetted in terms of the  
Rules Board for Courts of Law Act 107 of 1985: 
 

Magistrates’ Courts of South Africa 
 

Amendment of rules regulating the conduct of the 
proceedings of the Magistrates’ Courts of South Africa 
as promulgated by RGN740 of 23 August 2010 as 
amended. 
  

 
The amendments relate to: 
o Substitution of subrule (2) and (7) of Rule 5 – Summons. 
o Insertion of subrule (5A), substitution of subrules (6) and (10) of Rule 33 – Costs. 
o Substitution of subrule (2) of Rule 76 – Functions and duties of clerks and registrars.  
o Substitution of subrule (2) and deletion of subrule (3) of Rule 84 – Fees of mediators. 
o Repeal of Rule 86 – Accreditation of mediators. 
o Substitution of paragraph 6 and insertion of paragraph 18 in Part I (General Provisions) of Table A (Costs) of 

Annexure 2 (SCALE OF COSTS AND FEES). 
o Part III (Defended Actions (and Interpleader Proceedings) of Table A (Costs) of Annexure 2 (SCALE OF COSTS 

AND FEES). 
o Part IV (other Matters) of Table A (Costs) of Annexure 2 (SCALE OF COSTS AND FEES). 
o Substitution of Mediation Form Med-6 and the deletion of Mediation Form Med-7 in Annexure 3 (Mediation 

Forms). 
 
The gazette reference is RGN1156 GG 43856 p39 30Oct2020 and the amendment notice can be viewed at:  
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202010/43856rg11190gon1156.pdf  

http://www.lexinfo.co.za/
mailto:alert@lexinfo.co.za
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The new amendments come into effect on 1 December 2020. 
 

High Court of South Africa 
 

Amendment of the Rules Regulating the conduct of the proceedings of the Several Provincial and Local Divisions of 
the High Court of South Africa as promulgated by RGN48 of 12 January 1965 as amended. 
 
The Amendments relate to: 
o Substitution of Rule 35 - Discovery, inspection and production of documents. 
o Substitution of Rule 45A - Suspension of orders by the court. 
o Substitution of Rule 65 - Commissioners of the court. 
o Substitution of Rule 67 - Tariff of court fees.  
o Substitution for item 16 of Rule 68 – Tariff for sheriffs. 
o Insertion of subrule 6 in Rule 69 – Tariff of maximum fees for advocates on party and party basis in certain civil 

matters. 
o Deletion of item 4 of Section D of Rule 70 – Taxation and tariff of fees of attorneys. 
 
The gazette reference is RGN1157 GG 43856 p68 30Oct2020 and the amendment notice can be  
viewed https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202010/43856rg11190gon1157.pdf   
 
The new amendments come into effect on 1 December 2020. 
 

Supreme Court of Appeal 
 

Amendment of the Rules Regulating the conduct of the proceedings of the Supreme Court of Appeal of South Africa 
as promulgated in RGN1523 of 27 November 1998 as amended. 
 
Amendments relate to:  
o Substitution of subrule (1) of Rule 11 – Powers of the President or the Court. 
o Substitution of subrules (1) and (2) of Rule 13 – Set-down. 
o Substitution of subrules (1), (3), (4), (5), (6) and (7) of Rule 17 – Taxation of costs. 

 
The gazette reference is: RGN1158 GG 43856 p82 30Oct2020. 
 
View the gazette notice at https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202010/43856rg11190gon1158.pdf  
 
The new amendments come into effect on 1 December 2020. 

Back to Contents 
 

 
Constitutional Court Decisions 

 
National Union of Metal Workers of South Africa and Others v Aveng Trident Steel (a division of Aveng Africa 
(Pty) Ltd) and Another (CCT178/19) [2020] ZACC 23 (27 October 2020) 
Labour Relations Act 66 of 1995, s 187(1)(c) – Demand – Automatically unfair dismissals – Operational requirements 
– Consultations – Negotiations – Causation test. 
Judgment: http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZACC/2020/23.pdf 
Media summary: http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZACC/2020/23media.pdf 

Back to Contents 
 

 
Supreme Court of Appeal Decisions 

 
AGENCY 

• Smit and Others v Origize 166 Strand Real Estate (Pty) Ltd and Others (710/19) [2020] ZASCA 132 (19 October 
2020) 
Judgment: http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZASCA/2020/132.pdf 
Media summary: http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZASCA/2020/132media.pdf 

CIVIL PROCEDURE 
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• Altech Radio Holdings (Pty) Ltd and Others v City of Tshwane Metropolitan Municipality (1104/2019) [2020] 
ZASCA 122 (5 October 2020) 
Judgment: http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZASCA/2020/122.pdf 
Media summary: http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZASCA/2020/122media.pdf 

• Huysamen and Another v Absa Bank Ltd and Others (660/2019) [2020] ZASCA 127 (12 October 2020) 
http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZASCA/2020/127.pdf 

• Minister of Public Works v Roux Property Fund (Pty) Ltd (779/2019) [2020] ZASCA 119 (1 October 2020) 
http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZASCA/2020/119.pdf 

• Thipe and Another v City of Tshwane Metropolitan Municipality and Others (254/2019) [2020] ZASCA 131 (16 
October 2020) 
http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZASCA/2020/131.html  

• Whitehead and Another v Trustees of the Insolvent Estate of Dennis Charles Riekert and Others (567/2019) 
[2020] ZASCA 124 (7 October 2020) 
http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZASCA/2020/124.pdf 

CONTRACT 

• Hattingh v Furman and Others NNO (388/2019) [2020] ZASCA 123 (5 October 2020) 
Judgment: http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZASCA/2020/123.pdf 
Media summary: http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZASCA/2020/123media.pdf 

• Mitsubishi Hitachi Power Systems Africa (Pty) Ltd v Murray and Roberts Ltd and Another (1011/2019) [2020] 
ZASCA 110 (29 September 2020) 
http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZASCA/2020/110.pdf 

• Seale and Others v Minister of Public Works and Others (899/2019) [2020] ZASCA 130 (15 October 2020) 
Judgment: http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZASCA/2020/130.pdf 
Media summary: http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZASCA/2020/130media.pdf 

CORPORATE LAW 

• Modise and Another v Tladi Holdings (Pty) Ltd (307/19) [2020] ZASCA 112 (29 September 2020) 
http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZASCA/2020/112.pdf 

• Pepkor Holdings Ltd and Others v AJVH Holdings (Pty) Ltd and Others; Steinhoff International Holdings NV and 
Another v AJVH Holdings (Pty) Ltd and Others (205/2020) [2020] ZASCA 134 (21 October 2020) 
http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZASCA/2020/134.pdf 

CRIMINAL LAW AND PROCEDURE 

• Bilankulu and Another v S (188/2020) [2020] ZASCA 114 (29 September 2020) 
http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZASCA/2020/114.pdf 

• Director of Public Prosecutions: Gauteng Division, Pretoria v Mbonani (1198/2019) [2020] ZASCA 115 (30 
September 2020) 
http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZASCA/2020/115.pdf 

• Tiry and Others v S (52/2018; 149/2018) [2020] ZASCA 137 (29 October 2020) 
Judgment: http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZASCA/2020/137.pdf 
Media summary: http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZASCA/2020/137media.pdf 

DELICT 

• City of Cape Town v Carelse and Others (296/2019) [2020] ZASCA 117 (1 October 2020) 
Judgment: http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZASCA/2020/117.pdf 
Media summary: http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZASCA/2020/117media.pdf 

• Phakama Ngalonkulu v Member of the Executive Council for Health of the Gauteng Division Government 
(217/2019) [2019] ZASCA 66 (17 June 2020) 
https://www.supremecourtofappeal.org.za/index.php/component/jdownloads/send/33-judgments-2020/3383-
phakama-ngalonkulu-v-the-member-of-the-executive-council-for-health-of-the-gauteng-division-government-217-
2019-2019-zasca-66-17-june-2020?Itemid=0 

ENERGY 

• Former Way Trade & Invest (Pty) Ltd v Bright Idea Projects 66 (Pty) Ltd (1341/2018) [2020] ZASCA 118 (1 
October 2020) 
http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZASCA/2020/118.pdf 

ESTATES 

• Jones v Pretorius NO (281/2019) [2020] ZASCA 113 (29 September 2020) 
http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZASCA/2020/113.pdf 

FINANCIAL LAW 

• Associated Portfolio Solutions (Pty) Ltd and Another v Basson and Others (554/2019) [2020] ZASCA 64 (12 June 
2020) 
https://www.supremecourtofappeal.org.za/index.php/component/jdownloads/send/33-judgments-2020/3381-
associated-portfolio-solutions-pty-ltd-another-v-basson-others-554-2019-2020-zasca-64-12-june-2020?Itemid=0 

INSOLVENCY 
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• Wentzel v Discovery Life Ltd and Others: In re Botha and Others NNO v Wentzel (1001/19) [2020] ZASCA 121 (2 
October 2020) 
http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZASCA/2020/121.pdf 

INSURANCE 

• Van Niekerk v Liberty Group Ltd (1392/18) [2020] ZASCA 65 (15 June 2020) 
https://www.supremecourtofappeal.org.za/index.php/component/jdownloads/send/33-judgments-2020/3382-
johannes-th-van-niekerk-v-liberty-group-limited-1392-18-2020-zasca-65-15-june-2020?Itemid=0 

LAND AND PROPERTY LAW 

• Moyeni v De Vries and Others NNO (808/2019) [2020] ZASCA 128 (13 October 2020) 
http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZASCA/2020/128.pdf 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

• Mawonga and Another v Walter Sisulu Municipality and Others (574/2019) [2020] ZASCA 125 (7 October 2020) 
Judgment: http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZASCA/2020/125.pdf 
Media summary: http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZASCA/2020/125media.pdf 

• Premier for the Province of Gauteng and Others v Democratic Alliance and Others (394/2020) [2020] ZASCA 136 
(27 October 2020) 
Judgment: http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZASCA/2020/136.pdf 
Media summary: http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZASCA/2020/136media.pdf 

MARITIME LAW 

• Martrade Shipping and Transport GmbH v United Enterprises Corporation and MV 'Unity' (1085/ 2019) [2020] 
ZASCA 120 (2 October 2020) 
http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZASCA/2020/120.pdf 

MEDICAL LAW 

• Phakama Ngalonkulu v Member of the Executive Council for Health of the Gauteng Division Government 
(217/2019) [2019] ZASCA 66 (17 June 2020) 
https://www.supremecourtofappeal.org.za/index.php/component/jdownloads/send/33-judgments-2020/3383-
phakama-ngalonkulu-v-the-member-of-the-executive-council-for-health-of-the-gauteng-division-government-217-
2019-2019-zasca-66-17-june-2020?Itemid=0 

PENSION LAW 

• Government Employees Medical Scheme and Others v Public Protector of the Republic of South Africa and 
Others (1000/19) [2020] ZASCA 111 (29 September 2020) 
http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZASCA/2020/111.pdf 

• Municipal Employees' Pension Fund and Others v Chrisal Investments (Pty) Ltd and Others (792/19) [2020] 
ZASCA 116 (1 October 2020) 
http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZASCA/2020/116.pdf 

• Public Servants Association of South Africa and Others v Government Employees Pension Fund and Others 
(886/2019) [2020] ZASCA 126 (9 October 2020) 
Judgment: http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZASCA/2020/126.pdf 
Media summary: http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZASCA/2020/126media.pdf 

RAILWAYS AND HARBOURS 

• Transnet National Ports Authority v Reit Investments (Pty) Ltd and Another (1159/2019) [2020] ZASCA 129 (13 
October 2020) 
Judgment: http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZASCA/2020/129.pdf 
Media summary: http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZASCA/2020/129media.pdf 

UNJUSTIFIED ENRICHMENT 

• Van Niekerk v Liberty Group Ltd (1392/18) [2020] ZASCA 65 (15 June 2020) 
https://www.supremecourtofappeal.org.za/index.php/component/jdownloads/send/33-judgments-2020/3382-
johannes-th-van-niekerk-v-liberty-group-limited-1392-18-2020-zasca-65-15-june-2020?Itemid=0 

Back to Contents 
 

 
Draft Bills 

 
Conduct of Financial Institutions Bill. Draft September 2020. 
“To provide for a regulatory framework for the conduct of financial institutions that will—  

• protect financial customers, including by promoting the fair treatment and protection of financial customers by 
financial institutions;  

• support fair, transparent and efficient financial markets; 

• promote trust and confidence in the financial sector;  
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http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZASCA/2020/128.pdf
http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZASCA/2020/125.pdf
http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZASCA/2020/125media.pdf
http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZASCA/2020/136.pdf
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http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZASCA/2020/116.pdf
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• support innovation and the development of and investment in sustainable innovative technologies, processes 
and practices;  

• support sustainable competition in the provision of financial products and financial services;  

• promote financial inclusion;  

•  promote transformation of the financial sector; and  

• assist the South African Reserve Bank in maintaining financial stability;  
and to provide for matters connected therewith.” 
http://www.treasury.gov.za/public%20comments/CoFI%20Bill.pdf  
See also: 

• Conduct of Financial Institutions (COFI) Bill, 2020. Comments on second draft invited by 30 October 2020. 
GenN519 GG 43741 p3 29Sep2020 
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202009/43741gen519.pdf 

• National Treasury Media Statement. Second Draft of Conduct of Financial Institutions Bill published 
for public comment. 29 September 2020. 
http://www.treasury.gov.za/comm_media/press/2020/2020092901%20MEDIA%20STATEMENT%202ND%20
COFI%20BILL%20DRAFT%20PUBLISHED%20FOR%20COMMENT.pdf  

• Response document supporting the revised Conduct of Financial Institutions Bill. September 2020. 
http://www.treasury.gov.za/public%20comments/COFI%20Response%20Document.pdf   
 

Disaster Management Amendment Bill, 2020 
Notice of intention to introduce a private member’s bill into Parliament. Comments invited within 30 days of 
publication. 
“To amend the Disaster Management Act, 2002, so as to amend the duration of a state of disaster; to 
provide that any action taken as a result of a declaration of a state of disaster is only effective 
prospectively; to further provide that only the National Assembly, provincial legislature or council of a 
municipality may resolve to extend a national, provincial or local state of disaster respectively, and to 
provide for the duration of the extension; to further provide for the requisite majorities required in the 
National Assembly, provincial legislature and council of a municipality in order to extend a national, 
provincial or local state of disaster respectively; to provide that a resolution to extend a national, 
provincial or local state of disaster as the case may be, may only be adopted after a public debate in the 
respective legislatures; to provide for oversight by the National Assembly and provincial legislature over 
a national or provincial state of disaster respectively; to amend the provisions dealing with the lapsing 
of a national, provincial or local state of disaster and the termination of the regulations and by-laws 
made in terms of it as the case may be; and to provide for matters connected therewith.” 
GenN601 GG 43834 p510 23Oct2020 
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202010/43834gen601_0.pdf  
 
Division of Revenue Second Amendment Bill 
Notice of intention to introduce Division of Revenue Second Amendment Bill for 2020/21 financial year in Parliament 
and publication of its explanatory summary: 
“The Bill proposes to amend the Division of Revenue Act, 2020 (Act No. 4 of 2020), as amended by the Division of 
Revenue Amendment Act, 2020 (Act No.10 of 2020), in accordance with section 12(4) of the Money Bills and Related 
Matters Act, 2009 (Act No. 9 of 2009). This is necessary because the second national adjustments budget for the 
2020/21 financial year necessitates changes to the Division of Revenue Act, 2020, as amended. The Bill is to be 
introduced together with the tabling of the second national adjustments budget and a revised fiscal framework for the 
2020 /21 financial year.” 
GenN578 GG 43824 p3 21oct2020 
http://www.gpwonline.co.za/Gazettes/Gazettes/43824_21-10_NatTreausury.pdf 
  
Expropriation Bill, 2020 
‘To provide for the expropriation of property for a public purpose or in the public interest; to provide for certain 
instances where expropriation with nil compensation may be appropriate in the public interest; and to provide for 
matters connected therewith.’ 
Notice of intention to introduce in the National Assembly and publication of explanatory summary. 
GN1082 GG 43798 p3 09Oct2020 
http://www.gpwonline.co.za/Gazettes/Gazettes/43798_09-10_PublicWorksInfrastructure.pdf 
 
South African Police Service Amendment Bill, 2020 
The draft Bill aims to amend the South African Police Service Act,1995 (Act No. 68 of 1995), to establish a legal 
framework for policing aligned to the Constitution of the Republic of South Africa, 1996, principles laid down in the 
National Development Plan, 2030, to align the said Act with the White Paper on Policing, 2016, the White Paper on 
Safety and Security, 2016, the Community Policing Policy and the Policy on a Single Police Service, in order to 
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contribute to the effective and efficient combating of crime. Invitation to comment on draft Bill no later than 45 days 
from date of publication. 
GN1030 GG 43750 p3 01Oct2020 
https://www.gov.za/documents/south-african-police-service-act-draft-south-african-police-service-amendment-bill 

Back to Contents 
 

 
New Legislation 

 
Civil Union Amendment Act 8 of 2020 
“To amend the Civil Union Act, 2006, by repealing a section; and to provide for matters connected therewith.” 
Commencement date: 22 October 2020. 
GN1108 GG 43832 p1 22Oct2020 
http://www.gpwonline.co.za/Gazettes/Gazettes/43832_22-10_Act8of2020CivilUnionAmendmentAct.pdf  
 
Judicial Matters Amendment Act 12 of 2020 
To amend: 

• the Divorce Act, 1979, so as to further regulate the division of assets and maintenance of parties in divorce 
proceedings in accordance with a judgment of the Constitutional Court; and  

•  the National Prosecuting Authority Act, 1998, so as to deal with aspects pertaining to the term of office of the 
National Director of Public Prosecutions and the Deputy National Directors of Public Prosecutions in accordance 
with a judgment of the Constitutional Court; and to provide for matters connected therewith. 

Commencement date: 22 October 2020. 
GN1107 GG 43831 p1 22Oct2020 
http://www.gpwonline.co.za/Gazettes/Gazettes/43831_22-10_Act12of2020JudicialMattersAmendmentAct.pdf  
 
Science and Technology Laws Amendment Act 9 of 2020 
“To amend the Scientific Research Council Act, 1988, the Academy of Science of South Africa Act, 2001, the Human 
Sciences Research Council Act, 2008, the Technology Innovation Agency Act, 2008, and the South African National 
Space Agency Act, 2008, so as to harmonise the processes for the termination of the membership of Boards or 
Councils of the entities established by these Acts; to clarify the requirements for the disqualification of persons from 
membership of Boards or Councils; to provide for the appointment of external persons to committees of Boards or 
Councils; to provide for the determination of the remuneration and allowances of members of the Boards or Councils 
and committees of the Boards or Councils; to provide for consultation with the Minister in the appointment of the Chief 
Executive Officers of the entities; to provide for the determination by the Boards or Councils of the procedures at 
Boards or Councils meetings; to provide for the procedure for the convening of the Boards or Councils meetings at the 
request of members of the Boards or Councils; to provide for disclosure by members of the Boards or Councils of 
interests in the business of the entities and to harmonise the timeframes for making such disclosures to the Minister; 
to provide for the circumstances where members of Boards or Councils are prohibited from participating or voting in 
Boards or Councils meetings; to provide for the circumstances where the decisions or acts authorised by the decisions 
of Boards or Councils may not be invalidated; to provide for the appointment and secondment of employees of the 
entities by the Chief Executive Officers and the determination of the conditions of appointment and secondment of 
employees by the Boards or Councils; to provide for the repeal of sections dealing with matters that are contained in 
the Public Finance Management Act, 1999; to provide for the circumstances under which the entities may be 
liquidated; to provide for consultation by the Minister with the Boards or Councils of the entities before making 
regulations in terms of these Acts; to provide for the delegation of functions in writing by the Boards or Councils of the 
entities to individual members or committees of Boards or Councils; to provide for the requirements for the 
performance of functions by the entities outside the Republic; and to provide for matters connected therewith.” 
Commencement date: To be proclaimed. 
GN1105 GG 43829 p1 22Oct202 
http://www.gpwonline.co.za/Gazettes/Gazettes/43829_22-10_Act9of2020ScienceTechnologyLawsAmendmentAct.pdf  

Back to Contents 
 

 
Parliamentary Bills 

 
Division of Revenue Second Amendment Bill 24 of 2020 
“To amend the Division of Revenue Act, 2020, as amended by the Division of Revenue Amendment Act, 2020, in 
accordance with the Money Bills and Related Matters Act, 2009; and to provide for matters connected therewith.” 
https://static.pmg.org.za/B24-2020_Division_of_Revenue_2nd.pdf  
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Expropriation Bill 23 of 2020 
“To provide for the expropriation of property for a public purpose or in the public interest; to provide for certain 
instances where expropriation with nil compensation may be appropriate in the public interest; and to provide for 
matters connected therewith.” 
https://static.pmg.org.za/B23-2020_Expropriation.pdf  
  
Fundraising Amendment Bill 29 of 2020 
“To amend the Fund-raising Act, 1978, so as to amend certain definitions; to effect certain textual amendments to 
provide greater clarity; to provide for the discontinuation of certain funds and for the dissolution of any boards 
responsible for those funds; to establish the Disaster Relief and National Social Development Fund and to transfer any 
amounts remaining in the discontinued funds to the Disaster Relief and National Social Development Fund; to 
empower the Minister to make regulations in respect of the financial year of a fund; and to provide for matters 
connected therewith.” 
https://static.pmg.org.za/B29-2020_Fund-raising7418.pdf  
 
Pension Funds Amendment Bill 30 of 2020 
“To amend the Pension Funds Act, 1956, so as to enable pension fund members to access a percentage of their 
pension fund before retirement as guarantee for a loan; and to provide for matters connected therewith.” 
https://www.parliament.gov.za/storage/app/media/Bills/2020/B30_2020_Pension_Funds_Amendment_Bill/B30_2020_
Pension_Funds_Amendment_Bill.pdf  
 
Rates and Monetary Amounts and Amendment of Revenue Laws Bill 26 of 2020 
“To fix the rates of normal tax; to amend the Transfer Duty Act, 1949; so as to amend transfer duty monetary 
thresholds; to amend the Income Tax Act, 1962, so as to amend rates of tax and monetary amounts; to amend the 
Customs and Excise Act, 1964, so as to amend rates of duty in Schedule 1 to that Act; to insert new tariff items; to 
delete tariff items; to delete rebate items; to insert rebate items; to amend the Carbon Tax Act, 2019, so as to amend 
the rate of tax; and to provide for matters connected therewith.” 
https://static.pmg.org.za/B26-2020_Rates_and_Monetary_Amounts.pdf  
 
Second Adjustments Appropriation Bill 25 of 2020 
“To effect adjustments to the appropriation of money from the National Revenue Fund for the requirements of the 
State in respect of the 2020/21 financial year; and to provide for matters incidental thereto.” 
https://static.pmg.org.za/B25-2020_2nd_Adjustments_Appropriation.pdf 
 
Sectional Titles Amendment Bill 31 of 2020 
“To amend the Sectional Titles Act, 1986, so as to amend certain definitions; to provide for the developer to answer 
questions put to the developer by the agents of the lessees; to provide that a certificate issued by an architect or a 
land surveyor must also comply with section 26(2) of the Spatial Planning and Land Use Management Act, 2013; to 
further provide for the amendment of sectional plans in respect of exclusive use areas; to further provide for the 
amendment and cancellation of a sectional plan upon an order of the court; to provide for the noting of a title deed in 
respect of the lapsing of a reservation in terms of section 25; to provide for a lease of part of the common property 
with the consent of the holders of registered real rights; to amend the provisions relating to the alienation of common 
property; to further provide for the cancellation of a mortgaged section and mortgaged exclusive use area; to also 
provide for a developer to submit a plan for subdivision or consolidation to the Surveyor-General for approval to 
subdivide, consolidate and to extend a section; to extend the registration of subdivision of a section, the consolidation 
of sections, and the extension of sections to a developer; to provide for the filing of replacement documentation in 
respect of lost or destroyed documentation; to amend the provisions relating to the extension of a scheme; to amend 
the provisions relating to participation quotas of sections; to regulate the membership of the sectional titles regulations 
board; to amend the transitional provisions; and to provide for matters connected therewith.” 
https://static.pmg.org.za/B31-2020_Sectional_Titles.pdf  
 
Tax Administration Laws Amendment Bill 28 of 2020 
To—  

• amend the Estate Duty Act, 1955, so as to make textual corrections; 

• amend the Income Tax Act, 1962, so as to delete obsolete wording; to make a decision subject to objection and 
appeal; to enable a public benefit organisation to provide funds and assets to any department of government of 
the Republic and effect consequential amendments relating thereto; to align provisions to provide that only 
approved public benefit organisations can provide certain certificates; to provide that audit certificates must be 
obtained and retained by certain organisations; to align situations where withholding tax on royalties was due and 
payable but subsequently becomes irrecoverable with that of withholding tax on interest; to provide that certain 
entities be excluded from the definition of provisional taxpayer; to align the wording with certain current processes 
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and remove a reference to a deleted provision; to modify the requirement of intent for certain criminal offences; to 
effect a consequential amendment; and to replace a reverse onus provision with an evidentiary burden;  

• amend the Customs and Excise Act, 1964, so as to make technical corrections; to extend a provision concerning 
information sharing and to exclude certain information from the application of the prohibition on disclosure of 
information; to clarify the movement in bond of containerized goods on the strength of a manifest and without 
furnishing security to licensed container depots or container terminals appointed or prescribed; to clarify how bills 
of entry may be adjusted; to broaden provisions relating to the disposal of goods on failure to make due entry on 
importation to also include failure to make due entry on exportation of goods on which export duty is payable; to 
provide for the commencement of liability for export duty; to provide for the liability of the master of a ship or pilot 
of an aircraft or other carrier for duty on goods deemed imported to cease upon delivery of the goods to a licensed 
remover in bond, for the assumption of such liability by a licensed remover in bond, as well as for the 
circumstances in which liability of the licensed remover in bond will cease; to clarify the meaning of ‘‘free on 
board‘‘ in relation to goods exported; to provide for the limitation of the period for applications for refunds of export 
duty; and to broaden a provision relating to the production of permits or certificates required in respect of imported 
goods to apply to exported goods as well; 

• amend the Value-Added Tax Act, 1991, so as to substitute the requirement to submit a return with the obligation 
to obtain, complete and retain the form prescribed by the Commissioner; to substitute obsolete wording; and to 
modify the requirement of intent for certain criminal offences;  

• amend the Skills Development Levies Act, 1999, so as to provide that the Commissioner may refuse to authorise 
a refund if a return is outstanding;  

• amend the Unemployment Insurance Contributions Act, 2002, so as to provide that the Commissioner may refuse 
to authorise a refund if a return is outstanding; 

• amend the Tax Administration Act, 2011, so as to provide for a textual correction in order to clarify certain 
terminology; to provide for consequential and technical amendments; to provide for the issue of assessments 
based on an estimate where a taxpayer provides relevant information that is incomplete or inadequate or does not 
respond to a request for relevant material; to amend the period within which a reduced assessment can be 
requested; to align the period within which an extension may be granted with the period for prescription; to provide 
for a specific effective date with regards to interest calculated on an erroneous overpayment of tax; to provide for 
interest on royalties payable in terms of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Royalty (Administration) Act, 2008 
and to provide for the interest rate with regards to refunds due under that Act; to provide that a refund does not 
need to be authorised where a matter is under criminal investigation and to modify the requirement of intent for 
certain criminal offences, and to provide for matters connected therewith. 

https://static.pmg.org.za/B28-2020_Tax_Administration_Laws.pdf  
 
Taxation Laws Amendment Bill 27 of 2020 
To amend the Estate Duty Act, 1955, so as to amend certain provisions; to amend the Income Tax Act, 1962, so as to 
amend certain provisions; to make new provision; to repeal certain provisions; to amend the Customs and Excise Act, 
1964, so as to make provision for continuations; so as to amend certain provisions; to make new provision so as to 
provide for an export tax on scrap metal; to amend the Value-Added Tax Act, 1991, so as to amend certain provisions; 
to make new provision; to amend the Securities Transfer Tax Act, 2007, so as to amend certain provisions; to amend 
the Employment Tax Incentive Act, 2013, so as to amend certain provisions to amend the Taxation Laws Amendment 
Act, 2015 so as to amend certain provisions; to amend the Revenue Laws Amendment Act, 2016 so as to amend 
certain provisions to amend the Taxation Laws Amendment Act, 2017 so as to amend certain provisions; to amend 
the Taxation Laws Amendment Act, 2019 so as to amend certain provisions; to amend the Taxation Laws Amendment 
Act, 2018 so as to amend certain provisions; to amend the Carbon Tax Act, 2019, so as to amend certain provisions; 
to amend the Taxation Laws Amendment Act, 2019 so as to amend certain provisions; and to provide for matters 
connected therewith. 
https://static.pmg.org.za/B27-2020_Taxation_Laws.pdf  
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Provincial Bills 

  
Gauteng Township Economic Development Bill, 2020. 
“To provide for the promotion and development of township economy and to create a conducive environment for the 
attainment of that purpose; and to provide for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto.” 
Comments invited within 30 days of publication. 
PN467 GG 182 p3 30Sept2020 
http://www.gpwonline.co.za/Gazettes/Gazettes/182_30-09-2020_GautSeparate.pdf  
 
Free State Community Policing Bill, 2020 and Memorandum of Objects. 
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Published for Comments. 
GenN90 PG 66 p3 23October2020 
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Forthcoming Law Titles 

 
The following books are due for publication within the next two months. Prices quoted include VAT but exclude 
delivery. Contact books@lexinfo.co.za if you wish to pre-order these titles or for more information. 
  

 

 
 

Zeffertt, David Theodor and Paizes, A. Essential 
evidence. – 2nd ed. – LexisNexis, 2020. 

R598.00 

 

 
 

Gilder, Andrew [et al.] Concise guide to carbon tax. – 
LexisNexis, 2020. R488.75 

 

 
 

Theron, Nico. Practical Guide to Tax Disputes. – LexisNexis, 2020. 
R546.25 
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New Publications 

 
The following new books were recently published. Price quoted includes VAT but excludes delivery. Contact 
books@lexinfo.co.za if you wish to place an order or for more information. 
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Lochner, H; Horne, J S; Zinn, R. Investigation: A 
Comprehensive Guide to the Basic Principles, 

Procedures and Forensic Processes. – Juta, 2020. 
R499.00 

 

 

 
 

Korf, Monica. Microsoft Word for Legal Practitioners. – 
[Cape Town]: Virtual Online Legal Services (Pty) Ltd, 

2020. 
Contact books@lexinfo.co.za for more information. 

 

 
 

Molatseli, L. #Legaltech Startups and Innovation: 
Changing traditional law-firm business models one 

innovation at a time. – Juta, 2020. 
R335.00 

 

 

 
 

Pienaar, GJ and Horn, JG. Sectional Titles and Other 
Fragmented Property Schemes. – 2nd – Juta, 2020. 

R972.00 
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